	MARSHFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

 Minutes of the Council meeting held on 10th September 2012 at Marshfield Village Hall, Wellfield Road, Marshfield, commencing at 7:35 p.m.
_______________________________________________________________________________

Present: 
Mr K D Evans, Chairman

 
Mrs K Evans,  

Mrs S Jefferson, 

Mrs V Maud, 

Mr A Quilter,
Mr N Evans
Mr C Edwards

Mr A Sims
Mr M Woods

Mr M Sykes
Apologies: Mr A Rowbotham (work) City Cllr T Suller (holiday)
In attendance:  City Councillor R White ,  Mr Les Davies (Chairman Castleton Village Hall) Mrs Natasha Sullivan-Dungey (Trustee Castleton Village Hall), 7 members of public, G C Thomas (Clerk). 
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 9th July were agreed to be a true record and signed by the Chairman .
________________________________________________________________________________

99. Declaration of Interests

Councillor Kirstie Evans – Village Hall
Councillor Mike Woods –Marshfield Junior Football Club

Councillor Karl Evans – Marshfield Senior Football Club

100. Newport City Council Ward Councillor’s Report
i) Councillor White referred to the recent Gypsy and Traveller Site Consultation exercise being undertaken by Newport City Council’s Scrutiny Team and the list of eleven potential sites they had noted. These included the former chicken processing plant at Castleton (residential only) and land at Celtic Way, Marshfield (transit only). Councillor White outlined reasons why he felt these local sites would be unsuitable. 

The Council discussed the issues surrounding these local sites and heard the views of members of the public who had attended the meeting.  Members agreed that the following points should be made by the Community Council:
Former Chicken Processing Plant, Castleton (residential only)

1. Proposed Chicken Processing Plant is privately owned so cost of site approx. 1.2million makes the                                                        site an expensive proposal plus the access road to Chicken Processing plant is under separate ownership and privately owned
2. The former chicken processing plant access road already has access to five dwellings off it plus rear entrance access to a sixth property. Planning supplementary guidelines state that a private drive should only have access to five dwellings.
3. Over the years foul sewerage has been seen coming out of manholes along Marshfield Road suggesting foul sewers are over capacity
4. Marshfield Primary School was oversubscribed for Sept 2012 admissions,4 pupils living in catchment area were refused entry. The same situation is forecast to occur in 2013 
5. Site is designated as Green Wedge , special landscape and open countryside
6. Lack of amenities such as infrequent bus service and part time Doctors surgery 

7. Vehicles towing trailers turning into or out of the Marshfield Road/A48  junction may be seen as a hazard

8. There are already eight private Gypsy and Traveller sites in the Marshfield Ward 

Land at Celtic Way (transit Site):

1. Situated near Prestigious Industrial site
2. Situated on Site of Sensitive Data centre
3. In proximity of Quinn Radiators which could impede on local jobs if company decide not to expand
4. Not on Bus Route

5. No local shops or Doctors surgery

6. Possible Flood Plain
In response to a question from a member of public Councillor White said that the eventual residential site would not be of a similar size to the site in Shirenewton, Cardiff but would be for one extended family only. He reminded Members that it is possible to make recommendations for the suitability of other sites on the Newport City Council list.

The Council referred the matter to its Planning Committee to further consider the response to Newport City Council by 4th October 2012.
PLANNING MATTERS

The Chairman brought forward this item for the convenience of the public who were present.

101. Alternative Sites Register Consultation

The Council noted the list of Alternative Sites proposed as part of the LDP process and was particularly concerned about the proposal to include land at 64 Marshfield Road. Councillor White told the Council that this land was inside the village area in the Unitary Development Plan but the Local Development Plan is proposing to place it outside the village area and will encourage further development on brown field sites. Potential developers are seeking to have the land paced inside the village area in the LDP.
The Council heard concerns from local residents who were present and agreed to reiterate the points made for the initial LDP consultation:

Response to Newport City Council on the Deposit Local Development Plan 2011-2016
The Plan was declared as unsound and should be changed. The Council did not wish to speak at a hearing session and is happy for its written comments to be considered by the Inspector. 

OBSERVATION 1 
During the public consultation a number of objections were made by local residents expressing concern at the allocation of land for a transit traveller site in a location known as Pound Hill. Numerous reasons were made for the objections which included: 

I. Access to and from the A48 particularly given the number of historical accidents in the vicinity of the junction with the A48. 

II. We are led to believe that it is recommended such traveller sites should not be located near dual carriage ways and should be on level land; neither of which apply to Pound Hill as it is located close to a dual carriage way and on a steep hill. 

III. The proposed site has no mains drainage connection which although could be resolved with significant infrastructure upgrade would need to be considered in the costs. 

IV. A similar site located in Bristol was cited by Newport City Council at the consultation as an example of a good example of a small traveller transit site. It was then revealed that no-one from NCC had actually been to see this site during operation and a resident at the meeting, who had knowledge of the site in operation highlighted the poor standards and affect it had had on local residents in Bristol. 

V. There was concern raised by residents regarding crime waves as new families come and go. 

VI. Concern was expressed by some residents regarding the development growth i.e. site designated for one purpose which evolves into something quite different over time. 

VII. A concern was raised that children based on this site could potentially be educated in Marshfield Primary School which is already oversubscribed. 

Marshfield Community Council support these views and consider that the proposal to locate a traveller site in this location is unsuitable and should be removed from the plan. 

OBSERVATION 2 
During the public consultation a number of residents expressed a wish to see some land allocated for a doctor’s surgery/medical centre. Whilst it is accepted that NCC has no powers to drive any such development the allocation of some suitable land would signify intent and perhaps generate some interest from a suitable party. 

OBSERVATION 3 
We support the use of brownfield sites as identified for residential development to maintain the green belt in and around Marshfield and Castleton.

OBSERVATION 4 
We support the proposal to complete the Duffryn link road to relieve the M4 during times of heavy congestion or incidents.
The Council noted that positive comments can be made in support of other alternative sites and heard of Councillor White’s school car park site proposal.

The Council asked its Planning Committee to consider the views heard and to formulate and send a full response to Newport City Council by 19th September 2012.

102. Planning Application Observations

The Council agreed to make the following observations:

MCC 691 - Conex 12/0776 
Site Address: 8 HERBERT CLOSE MARSHFIELD CARDIFF SOUTH WALES CF3 2UD 
Description: DEMOLITION OF EXISTING KITCHEN AND CONSTRUCTION OF TWO STOREY SIDE / REAR EXTENSION, SINGLE STOREY EXTENSIONS TO SIDE / REAR AND ASSOCIATED ALTERATIONS (INCLUDING FLAT ROOF HEIGHT INCREASE)
No objections
MCC 692 – Conex 12/0712 
Site Address: PENTWYN HOUSE CARE HOME 166 MARSHFIELD ROAD CARDIFF SOUTH WALES CF3 2TU 
Description: CONSTRUCTION OF EXTENSIONS TO CREATE 20 ADDITIONAL BEDROOMS WITH ASSOCIATED ALTERATIONS TO EXISTING KITCHEN/LAUNDRY FACILITIES AND LANDSCAPING (RESUBMISSION FOLLOWING WITHDRAWAL OF APPLICATION 12/0416)
No objections
MCC 693 – Conex 12/0790 
Site Address: 62 THE MEADOWS MARSHFIELD CARDIFF SOUTH WALES CF3 2AY 

Description: SINGLE STOREY REAR EXTENSION
No objections
103. Planning Committee Chairman

The Council heard that Councillor Rowbotham is standing down from the Chairmanship of the Planning Committee and agreed that Councillor Maud will replace him. Councillor Nathan Evans agreed to support Councillor Maud in carrying out this role.

104. Planning Committee Membership

The membership of the Committee is all Community Councillors and Council agreed to co-opt additional persons who may have an interest in planning matters.

105. Newport City Council Ward Councillor’s Report
Councillor White continued his report to the Council:
a) Section 106 payments amounting to £26,250, made to Newport City Council in connection with developments in the area, are available for leisure facilities. The Council agreed that Councillor Sykes should follow –up this with Newport City Council Leisure Section.
b) A proposal is being considered to make restricted parking in Springfields, Castleton owing to problems caused by parking around school start and finish times.

c) Some street lights in the City will be turned off during the night from 22:00 to 6:00.

d) A report is passing through Newport City Council that could result in a city wide ban on dog fouling.

e) Demographic information can be found at My Newport and the ONS website but this is based on the 2001 census.

f) Councillor Kirstie Evans questioned why only half of Church Lane has been resurfaced. Councillor White felt that Streetscene may be waiting for the completion of the trackway at Church Farm involving  heavy lorries, before completing the resurfacing.

The Council agreed to write to Newport CC asking when the work will be completed.

        g)  Councillor Sykes enquired about the response to the Hinkley Point Power Station consultation.

106. CASTLETON VILLAGE HALL
The Council welcomed Mr Les Davies and Mrs Natasha-Sullivan Dungey representing Castleton Village Hall. Mr Davies and Mrs Sullivan-Dungey explained the running costs of the Hall and gave details of the work and estimated costs required to complete the programme of building improvements -  £1952 to complete the building work and £6900 for electrical work. The Hall had received charitable status a month ago which, it is hoped, will help the Management Committee to apply for further grants.
Councillor Woods suggested that the Community Council could explore the possibility of additional concurrent functions money from Newport City Council for Castleton Village Hall and asked about a representative of Marshfield Community Council being allowed a place on the Management Committee. Mr Davies said there are two phases to the Hall’s progress. Firstly, to complete the building improvements and then to look at involving the Hall in community issues, which would be the point when any connection with Marshfield Community Council is likely to be agreed.
Questions were answered about the ownership and possible sale of the building which was said to be held in trust. Also, questions were asked about the finances of organizations using the Hall and their ability to help towards the cost of building repairs.
The Council thanked Mr Davies and Mrs Sullivan-Dungey who left the meeting.

The Council resolved to write to Castleton Village Hall managing trustees stating that it is unable to provide any further funds at the moment but is willing to look at future requests for funding and other funding activity. The Council would first like to see grant applications and other sources of funding being made and see how successful they are but is willing to support activities in other ways apart from financial support.
Members agreed that Councillor Sykes should draft a letter to the managing trustees with this information and further details to explain the Council’s decision.

107. POLICE MATTERS

a) Councillor White told Members that the mobile police station will be outside the Marshfiled Road shop every Sunday.
b) The Council agreed to ask for an increase in police presence at Marshfield Village Hall
REVIEW OF ACTIONS ARISING FROM THE LAST MEETING
108. Parking Near Marshfield Primary School (Min 65(a))
Councillor Woods said Mrs Goss will contact the Council if help is required.

109. St Mellons Road Bridge (Min 66(b))
The Clerk reported receipt of an e-mail from a resident who supported the call to improve safety for traffic using the road bridge. The Council noted the content and asked Councillor Kirstie Evans to reply.
110. Posts at Groes Corner (Min 70)

The Clerk reported receipt of a quotation from JD Civil Engineering to supply and install 28 No. 1metre long posts set in concrete at a cost of £1008+VAT. Councillor Nathan Evans agreed to prepare a draft order to be sent by the Clerk.
111. Marshfield Primary School PFA (Min 71)
Mr John Solosy had e-mailed to say a breakdown of costs from the Communities Week event would be provided by the end of the week.

112. Village Hall Junior Play Area Gates (Min 75)

Councillor Sims reported that Wicksteed Leisure had successfully completed the repairs.

113. Marshfield CC Website (Min 79)

Councillor Kirstie Evans told Members that the new website – www.marshfieldcommunitycouncil.org  – is up and running and wished to thank Chris Hemmings for his help in transferring information from the previous website.
114. Play Area Safety Checks (Min 80)

Counicllors Sims, Edwards and Kirstie Evans reported that the weekly safety checks were being done.

115. New Residents Information Pack (Min 81)

There was no progress to report.

116. Improvements to Council Land at Groes Corner (Min 82)

It was decided to wait until the posts have been installed before making any proposals.

117. Marshfield Primary School – Suggested Car Park (Min 83)
Councillor Woods had spoken to the Headteacher who had asked for time to reflect on the proposal.
118. Allotment Hardcore Chippings (Min 94)

A cheque for £180 had been raised since the last meeting  to pay the invoice for chippings from Castleton Turf & Top Soil Suppliers Ltd - £150+VAT.
FINANCIAL MATTERS
119. Request from Marshfield Senior & Junior Football Clubs for Funding to line mark the main pitch for the Coming Season
Councillors  Karl Evans and Mike Woods declared an interest and took no part in the decision. Councillor Kirstie Evans took the Chair.

The Council agreed to invite representatives of Marshfield Senior & Junior Football Clubs to the next Council meeting to understand the issues and plans for the provision of football generally. Members also wished to ask the Clubs to complete the new grant application evaluation form, agreed by the Council for new grant applications, including the provision of the Club financial accounts.

120. Future Support for Village Hall Grounds Maintenance
Councllor Karl Evans explained that he had been approached by the Marshfield Village Hall Management Committee to provide assurances about future funding from the Community Council for Village Hall grounds maintenance, in connection with a grant application being made by the Committee.

The Council agreed to continue to support the Village Hall grounds maintenance costs to a reasonable level on an annual basis, wherever possible.

121. Audit 2011/12 - Annual Return
Mazars of Southampton, appointed to carry out the Council’s external audit, had examined the Annual Return and wrote on 31 July stating that no matters had come to their attention giving cause for concern that the relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. Three technical points that required amendments to the return were pointed out in the letter.
The Council approved the Annual Return which was certified by the Chairman and the Clerk, to be returned to Mazars for their certification.

122. Requests for Donations

The Council noted the requests for financial assistance from NSPCC ChildLine, Shelter Cymru and Dyslexia Wales and decided not support these national charities, preferring to direct funds to benefit the immediate locality.
123. VAT Exemption Rules

Councillor Nathan Evans had researched VAT exemption rules for sports organizations and village hall facilities and briefly explained the position.

124. Invoices
The Council agreed to pay the following invoices:

· Playsafety Ltd – Annual play area inspection                                                           £97.20

· Wicksteed Leisure Ltd – Repairs to self closing gates, junior play area             £192.00 

· One Voice Wales – 1 X New Councillor Induction Training Course                       £30.00

· Newport City Council – Allotment site rent                                                             £105.00

· Kirstie Evans – Reimbursement of Webfusion Ltd charges for website set up   £57.53
125. Stamps, Stationery, Etc.

The Council agreed to reimburse the Clerk £85.96 incurred whist purchasing stamps, photocopying and stationery for the Council between July and September.
126. Monthly Financial Budget Chart

Members agreed to Councillor Woods’ offer to produce a monthly report showing the Council’s financial position. 

127. Grant Sources

Councillor Jefferson agreed to monitor information sent via e-mail to identify possible grant sources for the Council and other local organizations.
128. Cheques
101235
G Thomas – Clerk’s Salary, august (net)


                £ 265.24
101236
HM Revenue & Customs – PAYE August


                £   66.20
101237
One Voice Wales – Training Course  (Min 124)                                        £   30.00

101238
Newport CC – Allotment Site Rent  (Min 124)                                          £ 105.00

101239             Playsafety Ltd – Play area safety check (Min 124)                                     £  97.20
101240             Wicksteed Leisure Ltd – play area gate repairs (Min 124)                       £192.00
101241
G Thomas - Postage, stationary, copying reimb. July-Sept (Min 1          £ 85.96
101242             Kirstie Evans – Website set-up charges reimb. (Min124)                         £ 57.53
LEISURE COMMITTEE
129. Leisure Committee Minutes
The Council approved and adopted the minutes of the Leisure Committee held on 2nd August 2012.

130 Leisure Committee Report

Councillor Karl Evans, Chairman of the Leisure Committee updated the Council on progress:

· A project plan is in place which targets installation of a new leisure facility by the end of next year.
· A public meeting has been arranged for 27th September, although the venue needs to be changed.

· The public meeting will 
         i) provide information about who the Council is and what is happening and
        ii) receive ideas on possible leisure facilities
· Council Members are encouraged to attend and interact with residents.

· The budget for the project is around £100,000

131. Play Area Annual  Safety Report
The Playsafety Ltd (RoSPA) annual inspection report for the Village Hall play areas noted three minor, low risk recommendations. The report was handed to Councillor K D Evans for the Leisure Committee to consider the appropriate action.

132. ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

Councillor Quilter, Chairman of the Allotment Committee reported that:
· The Committee had not met since the last Council meeting
· Invoices for allotment rent have been issued to allotment tenants

· The Committee will look to budget for future spending
133. VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE REPORT

There was no report.

CORRESPONDENCE

134. One Voice Wales Training Courses

One Voice Wales wrote to provide details of various courses for Councillors being offered throughout the year. The Clerk placed the information in circulation for Members. The Council agreed to pay the fees for any Member wishing to attend a course.

135. Council’s Notice Board

Members noted that the new board opposite Marshfield Road post office is now operational and Councillor Maud agreed to arrange for sets of keys for Council Members wishing to use it.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

136. St Marys Church, Marshfield

Councillor Maud told the Council that Dave and Sue Collingbourne are the new vicars of St Marys.

137. Network Rail Proposed Closure/Diversion of Public Footpath to Cross Railway Line

Councillor Kirstie Evans told Members that Network Rail want to hold a public meeting about the proposed changes. The Council agreed that she should liaise with Network Rail to arrange the meeting and publicise it.

138.  Communications

Councillor Kirstie Evans asked for an item about communications to be placed on the agenda for the next Council meeting. Councillor Evans went through a number of items that would be suitable for including in the next issue of the Marshfield Mail.

139. Power to Promote Wellbeing

Councillor Sykes referred to the Welsh Government statutory guidance consultation and asked for this information to be circulated to Members.

140. Bus Service X31
Councillor Kirstie Evans noted the response to the Council’s website request for information about bus service use.

Meeting ended 23:40


	Action

MS
GT
MS
GT
KE
NE/GT
GT
GT

MW

SJ

KDE

VM

KE

GT

GT

	
	


9

