                MARSHFIELD COMMUNIY COUNCIL  

                         ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 18th March 2015 at the Marshfield Village Hall, commencing at 7 p.m.

Present:  Committee: Jo Powell (Chairperson), Anthony Quilter, Ken Honey
In attendance: John Lucas
Apologies: Steve Rowlands
JP welcomed everyone and ran through previous minutes 
1, Marshfield Road Gates: KH reported all pretty much done, JP has asked CC Walford to put another stanchion for fastening the gate to.

The question of a sign was raised and the following provisionally agreed upon

“Marshfield and Castleton Community Gardens and Allotments”

We need to confirm whether these have to be bi-lingual or not

Also agree what funding is available

Also agree the positioning on the fence..(we recommend the sign to be fixed on side fencing facing up Marshfield Road as you drive down from Castleton)

2 and 3, Parking area Church Lane and Moving Shed,

 KH will get a quote for more hardcore/chippings from gate to edge of road. 
Agreed that there are a number of jobs that we need doing and would probably ask L&R to give a cost

Putting in notice boards for both plots

Moving Gavin Harris’ shed to rear of plot (circa £300)

5 monthly cuts of grass for the communal areas of both sites

We need the budget that we are allocated from MCC

4, OAP reduction policy: agreed that the OAP discount would be given to tenants if they have reached the current statutory government aged on 1st Jan.

5, Waiting list.

KH reported a list of 5 possible new plot holders, but most would not want large plots. Agreed that if he wants to start splitting plots in half we would be happy with that, and even let some of the raised the beds if not all used by the Brownies/Beavers /Cubs etc
6, Communal Groups

JP to invite communal groups..Beavers/Cubs /Brownies etc to visit and hopefully commit to a couple of beds, all free of charge for this year, thereafter £10 each

AQ to see if Susan Collingbourne wanted a raised bed to grow flowers for the Church

7, Future plans, agreed that we need to wait and see how the community raised beds work, and possibly look at more a year or two down the line.

Also that smaller plots were the way forward.

8, Any other business.

Rats.. KH said Gary Blythe wanted £35 for rat poison… this was agreed as long as not poison was near the community beds (because of the kids)
JP and KH wanted to know if everyone has now paid.. AQ to contact Gerry Thomas

JP & KH to re-inspect sheds as some are looking in need of repair, suggested a letter reminding all MCC shed holders of their responsibilities is sent.
JP wanted us to thank Andy Crean for putting all the bat boxes up.
JP wanted it minuted that all allotment holders must lock the gates on the way out, as there have been occasions when the gates have been left unlocked.

We have had a few complaints regarding dogs on the allotments, agreed to keep the policy that dogs are allowed, but under control and ask that anyone taking dogs on the sites should be mindful of other plot holders produce.

Meeting closed at 8.30pm, agreed we should aim for quarterly meetings.  
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