	MARSHFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

 Minutes of the Council meeting held on 11th February 2013 at Marshfield Village Hall, Wellfield Road, Marshfield, commencing at 7:35 p.m.

_______________________________________________________________________________

Present: 
Mr K D Evans, Chairman

 
Mrs K Evans,  

Mr A Quilter
Mrs S Jefferson
Mr M Woods

Mr C Edwards
Mr M Sykes
Apologies: Mrs V Maud (work), Mr A Sims (family) Mr N Evans (work) Mr A Rowbotham (work) 

Cllr T Suller
In attendance:  City Councillors R White, CSO’s C Doidge & S Raymond (Gwent Police), one member of public, G C Thomas (Clerk). 
 (Cllr Kirstie Evans took the Chair in the absence of Cllr Karl Evans)

The minutes of the Council meeting held on 14th January were agreed to be a true record and signed by the Chairman.
____________________________________________________________________________________
248. Declaration of Interests
There were no interests declared.
(Cllr Karl Evans took the Chair)
249. POLICE MATTERS

a)  PCSO Doidge referred to the Police report for Marshfield for January and PACT priorities. She told the Council that on one afternoon speed checks had been carried out by traffic officers on both carriageways of the A48 resulting in cautions, a fixed penalty notice and one seized vehicle.
b) Parking around Marshfield Primary School continued to be a problem with the current diversion of coast road traffic along Marshfield Road adding to difficulties.

c) Theft of diesel in rural areas has become an issue but investigations are making progress.

d) An arrest has been made after a drive-off petrol theft from Adsa in Duffryn.

(Councillor M Sykes joined the meeting)

e) Councillor Karl Evans referred to the dangers for pedestrians in the vicinity of Marshfield Primary School caused by vehicles travelling on the footpath when passing cars parked for school drop-off and pick-up.

CSO Doidge felt that the problem was due to the lack of parking facilities serving the school.

Councillor White explained the outcome of earlier investigations into finding a solution. Newport CC Highways had concluded that drivers were at fault, and Castleton Village Hall did not permit its car park to be used for school parking. CSO Doidge reported that around five tickets had been issued to illegally parked drivers over a long period as the police preferred to advise drivers.
Councillor Karl Evans proposed to meet with representatives of the school to start looking into a solution for the problem. CSO Doidge said she is willing to attend a meeting, if required. The Council agreed that Cllr Evans should arrange a meeting with the school.

(f) ) The Council approved and adopted the response to the Draft Police & Crime Plan 2013-2017 Consultation prepared by Councillor Edwards.
250. To Receive an Update from the Leisure Committee on the Proposed Leisure Facility

a) The Council recommended continuing with a shortlist of eleven possible suggested improvements to local leisure facilities.

Helen Adams, a local resident, was introduced to the Council. Ms Adams told Members that she worked for the Sports Wales and was willing to offer advice to the Council. Members heard Ms Adams views and noted the point that a leisure facility sited at Marshfield Primary School would be preferable due to its use being maximized and less vulnerable to vandalism and, therefore, scoring higher for funding from Sports Wales.
The Council wished to clarify the amount of Section 106 funding that may be available from Newport City Council for improved leisure facilities and other infrastructure improvements. This included clarification on the amount paid to the Council in 2010.
Councillor Sykes agreed to compose a letter with the Clerk to Newport City Council.
b) Members agreed to carry out further investigation on some of the shortlisted leisure facility proposals:

· Councillors Woods and Jefferson will meet with Marshfield Village Hall Management Committee to find out what upgrading of the Village Hall will serve its user groups.

· Councillor Sims was assigned to check on improved outdoor play area facilities including climbing walls

· Councillors Quilter and Jefferson will investigate a woodland walk

· Councillor Karl Evans will investigate the provision of an all weather pitch

· Councillor Kirstie Evans will investigate landscaping at Marshfield Village Hall

c) The Clerk reported that Councillor Sims had arranged for the Village Hall play area safety surface to be jet washed to clear moss. 
The Council is continuing to review non-urgent matters that were noted in the annual safety check and wished to add the matter to the agenda for the next meeting.
251. Newport City Ward Councillor’s Report

Councillors White reported the following matters:
a) Newport CC are planning a camera survey of the gulley near 167 Marshfield Road where flooding occurs.

b) Newport CC are obtaining prices for replacing worn and damaged equipment and sprucing-up the area for the Cambrian Estate play area. Work is expected to start at the beginning of April.
c) Councillors are being briefed for the LDP finalisation in June. There are no housing sites in Marshfield.
d) Councillor White informed the Council about Newport City Council’s consultation on the proposed school admissions policy affecting catchment areas. 

Members discussed the principles of the proposal and agreed to: 
· Write immediately to express dissatisfaction at the time frame for responding since first being notified of the consultation and ask for an extension.
· Request statistics such as the present school role.
· Publicise the consultation to local residents through the Community Council website and contact Marshfield Primary School to assist with publicity.
Councillor White agreed to provide bullet points to the Clerk to assist in the preparation of a response that will be co-ordinated by Councillor Edwards.

e) Pot holes should be reported to the Newport CC call centre Tel: 656656 with a precise location details.

ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE
252. Minutes
The minutes of the Allotment Committee held on 28th January were approved and adopted by the Council.

253 Best Kept Garden Competition

The Council agreed to delegate the organization of a Best Kept Garden Competition for summer 2013 to the Allotment Committee and allocated up to £150 towards the cost of arranging the event.

254. Co-option of Non-Councillor Members
The Clerk provided details of legal requirements and recommended practice when co-opting non-councillors to a committee.
The Council agreed to permit non-councillor to be co-opted to the Allotment Committee and for the Committee to elect a Chairperson from the resulting membership.
255. PLANNING MATTERS

There were no planning matters.
FINANCIAL MATTERS

256. Financial Update
Councillor Woods updated the Council and explained the proposed method of budgeting.

257. Fixed Rate Bond

The Council agreed not to take up Barclays fixed rate bond 90 and to further consider the time that funds will be required and other investments that may be more suitable.

258. Cheques

101271   G Thomas – Clerk’s Salary, January (net) and excess hours  (Min
 241)
  £  779.31

101272   G Thomas – Internet reimbursement - January                                             £    18.00                             
101273   HM Revenue & Customs – PAYE January


                          £  194.60
101274   D Williams – Allotment 39 – Deposit refund                                               £    50.00
101275   L Baker  - Allotment 39 – Deposit refund                                                     £   20.00
CORRESPONDENCE
259. Maintenance of Village Hall Grounds
The Clerk had circulated details of the recent invitation by Newport City Council to make a contract with the Community Council to carry out grounds maintenance at the Marshfield Village Hall from 1st April 2013 to 31 March 2014 at a charge of £2540.96+VAT.

(Councillors Kirstie Evans and Sykes declared an interest in this matter and took no part in the decision)
The Council agreed to make the contract with Newport City Council.
260. Hedge at Cambrian Drive

The Clerk reported receipt of an e-mail from a resident who was concerned about an overgrown thorny hedge to the right of the entrance to Cambrian Drive that is affecting the footpath.
The Council was agreed to write to Newport City Council and the occupier of the adjacent property to ask if something can be done to cut back the hedge.
REVIEW OF ACTIONS FORM PREVIOUS MEETINGS
261. Posts at Groes Corner (Min 233)

Councillor Quilter reported on the position about grass seeding.
262. Communications –New Notice Board (Min 234)
Councillor Jefferson reported that Grippit will supply the following specification notice board  for £620+VAT - Grippit Pin Free Notice Board - Maximum Protection – Lockable Portrait – Medium 790mmW x 1070mmH x 66mmD - Holds 9 x A4 Portrait with extra colour  - Includes Back Board. Fitting including any new posts will be an additional cost.
The Council agreed to purchase the recommended notice board but first, asked the Clerk to contact Grippit and Newport City Council to determine the cost of fixing the new board.
263. COMMUNICATION
The Council agreed to include details of the following subjects in the Council’s website:

· Leisure project update.
· School catchment consultation.
· Liaison with police and school concerning parking around Marshfield Primary School.
· Proposed camera check on gulley causing flooding at 167 Marshfield Road.

· Allotments full. Contact Councillor Quilter for inclusion to waiting list.

· Proposed litter pick.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
264. Council’s Insurance

Councillor Kirstie Evans returned the policy documents to the Clerk after making enquiries about the cost of alternative providers. The Clerk agreed to provide Cllr Evans with details of other companies advertising to provide local council insurance.

265. Leisure Project – Village Hall

Councillor Woods said that the Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee had asked that the VHMC should be included if a leisure project is to be sited in the Village Hall area as the playing field drainage project is going ahead.

Meeting Ended 22:35
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