                                                      MARSHFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting held on 9th December 2025 at Marshfield Village Hall and via a Zoom video/audio conference call commencing at 7:15 p.m. _______________________________________________________________________
        Present: Ms Cath Davis (Chairperson)
                      Ms Chris Roberts
                      Mr Nathan Howells
                      Ms Linda Southworth-Stevens        

Apologies: Councillor Gary Doubler (personal), Councillor Sue Davies (family), Councillor Seema Sindhakar (family).

In attendance: One member of Public, Mr Tim Evans (Marshfield Village Hall Management Committee), Newport City Councillor Trevor Watkins, PCSO’s Mark Watts & Sophie Miles (Gwent Police)
G C Thomas (Clerk)

	166. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

No interests were declared.

POLICE MATERS

167. Policing in Marshfield & Castleton

Superintendent Jason White emailed on 14th November asking whether a meeting with Marshfield Community Councillors is necessary given that the information obtained by Newport City Council ward councillors in their meetings with him can be passed on.

The Council discussed this with Councillor Watkins and resolved to confirm that a meeting with Superintendent White is required to take up the conversation welcomed by him. The Clerk was asked to contact Superintendent White to request a meeting with representatives of the Community Council.

168. Parking at Springfields, Castleton

The Council received an email dated 8th December from a resident of Springfields, Castleton who was complaining about cars parked inappropriately in the road around school opening and closing times. The Chairperson had replied on 8th December with an update and advice.
The meeting discussed the matter including suggestions of signage and monitoring by Newport CC Civil Enforcement Officers. PCSO Watts said the police had been to the school to discuss the problem.

169. Marshfield Road/A48 Junction

A member of public had emailed the Council on 4th December with details of road safety issues when approaching the junction eastbound from Cardiff and when turning right from Marshfield Road. The member of public was present discussed the concerns with the Council.
The Council agreed with the potential dangers in the present road layout and resolved to write to Newport City Council to ask for a meeting to review the current arrangements.




170. Police Surgeries

The Council was told that Sergeant Chris Johnson was considering changing the arrangements for the local police surgery.

171. Pot Hole St Mellons Road

Councillor Howells informed the PCSO’s about dangers from a large pot hole covered by flooding on St Mellons Road. Councillor Howells was advised to contact Newport City Council.

172. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr Tim Davies provided an update on Village Hall matters including details on the fireworks display, the Christmas Fayre, monthly coffee mornings, a weekly warm hub running on Fridays from January to March. The Hall currently has 16 user groups and a detailed list of maintenance and improvements to the building was provided.

Mr Davies referred to the request made by the VHMC to the Council on 22nd November for financial assistance to purchase of 17 new tables, 12 fabric chairs, 85 blue plastic chairs and a new trolley for the tables and elaborated on the reasons for this equipment.

173. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on11th November were agreed to be a true record and were adopted by the Council.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE LAST MEETING

174. Matters Concerning Newport City Council (Min 147)

Newport City Council’s Traffic, Transport & Road Safety Team emailed on 4th December with regards to the Council’s request for parking layout changes near the shop/pharmacy on Marshfield Road and the road markings for the St Mellons Road Bridge.
The Council felt that the officers did not have the correct impression of what was being requested and asked for with Marshfield Road parking. The Clerk was asked to request a site meeting including a representative of the Community Council to provide an explanation of the problem.

175. Bus Shelters (min 147) (Min 150)

The Council asked Councillor Watkins to check with Councillor Howells on the plans to repair the glass in the bus shelter at Castleton and to give information on the plans to replace other bus shelters.
 
176. LYCH GATE

The Council noted that the roof of the structure was being removed. Councillor Davis told the meeting that she had been contacted by the Hon Simon Segar about the future structure and asked the Council to support retaining it as a war memorial. Councillor Watkins told the Council that a Newport City Council planning officer had visited the site but there was no further information on this at the moment.

The Council resolved that it supports the move to protect the structure from demolition and delegated authority to Councillor Davis to act on its behalf in the matter.
 

177. POT HOLE MARSHFIELD ROAD

Councillor Davis had been made aware of a pot hole in Marshfield Road near Groes Corner. The Council advised that the problem can be reported to NCC with a photograph.

178. NEWPORT CITY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Councillor Watkins reported the following information to the Council:

Half yearly reports will be made on education and social services. Identification cards had received discussion. Newport City Council Social Services had received Wales wide awards. A planning application from Microsoft to excavate the road to nature for cables. Changes to HMO permission regulations.

Councillor Davis referred to a complaint from a resident about a Newport City Councillor’s Facebook comment. Councillor Watkins told the meeting that this was being dealt with in the Council.

Councillor Watkins agreed to make enquiries with Samantha Thomas for further information about the missing litter bins.

PLANNING MATTERS

(Councillor Watkins declared an interest in this matter and took no part in the discussion)

179. MCC 1038 – Conex 26/0618

PROPOSAL: 100 Person Spectator Stand and Footpath for Marshfield Football Club
SITE: Land North West of And Adjacent to Marshfield Village Hall Wellfield Road Marshfield Cardiff CF3 2UB
APPLICATION TYPE: Re-consultation due to new description agreed. 
The Council’s confirmed that the original observations should apply to the new plans for a larger stand.

FINANCIAL MATTERS

180. Finance & General Purposes Committee

The Council approved and adopted the minutes and the recommendations of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on 19th November, including a budget for 2026/27 and a request for a precept of £25 to raise £38831.50 to be notified to Newport City Council.

181.Request from MVHMC for Financial Assistance

Marshfield Village Hall Management Committee emailed on 22nd November to request financial assistance towards purchasing new tables and chairs for the Village Hall at an estimated cost of £4835+VAT.

The Council resolved to purchase all of the furniture required and to donate it to the Village Hall Management Committee. The Clerk was asked to contact the VHMC and to obtain three quotes to comply with the Council’s financial regulations.

182. Installation of Christmas Lights

The Council was informed that the lights will be installed free of charge.

183. Penguin Internet Ltd

The company wrote to the Council to notify the end of the current version of the operating system for the website on 21st December and advised checking that the website works with the new version. The company can make these checks for £15+VAT and, if more work is necessary, a charge of £55+VAT per hour.
The Council agreed to request that Penguin Internet Ltd carries out the necessary work to ensure the continued functioning of the website.

184. Payments and Invoices

The Council agreed to the following payments:
 G Thomas – Reimbursement of Zoom subscription December - £16.79
G Thomas – Reimbursement for stamps, stationery and Google storage - £36.85

ALLOTMENT MATTERS

185. Final Warning Letters

The Clerk reported that the tenants of plot 18 & 20 Marshfield Road had been issued with a final warning to tidy up their plots within the next four weeks or the tenancy will be terminated. The period to achieve this will expire on 12th December.
Councillor Southworth-Stevens agreed to inspect the plots and inform the clerk if they have been tidied to a satisfactory standard.

186. Termination of Tenancy

The tenant of plot 59a had given notice to terminate the tenancy and asked for a refund of the £30 gate key deposit. Councillor Southworth-Stevens agreed that the key can be delivered to her home address to allow a refund of the deposit.

187. Applications for an Allotment

The Clerk notified the Council that there were four residents on the allotment application waiting list and possibly five vacant plots between both allotment sites.
The Council agreed that Councillor Southworth-Stevens should be provided with the details of vacant plots and the applicants on the waiting list to make arrangements for the vacant plots to be let.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

188. Local Resolution Protocol

Councillor Davis had attended a workshop about the draft Local Resolution Protocol and had been informed that the Protocol will become mandatory in the future. The Council noted that it had already adopted the draft Protocol.

189. Church Lane Planning Application

The Council noted that the application had been ‘called in’ to the NCC Planning Committee. A resident’s consultant is due to attend the Committee.



190. Cardiff Online

Councillor Davis had been contacted by a student journalist for Cardiff Online who was writing about resident’s awareness of the Gwent Levels.

Meeting Closed 21:29
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